
MASCAGNI IN TROUBLE? THAT IS NOTHING NEW
Career of Composer of "Cavalleria Rusticana" Marked by Outbursts of

Artistic Temperament His Difficulties at Home and His Quarrels
Public Lively Record of His American Tour
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Mascagnl In trouble again, as the

IS cable despatches from Europe
would have people believe? No,
he Is still In trouble; he Is always

In trouble, or to be moro accurato
he Is always making trouble.

The latest news about htm Is such
tint were It not for Mascagnl's past
performances one might suspect some
Insidious press agent of trying to catch
public attention at tho precise moment
when the author of "Cavallcrla" Is

About to give the world a new opera.
The libretto of this new work will be
from the pen of another Italian school-

boy who will never come of age,
Gabrlcle d'Annunzlo.

Mascagnl Is now 49, having been born
at Leghorn on December 7, 1S63. His
father, who was a baker, had hopes of
transmitting to Pletro tho prosperous
bread shop ho had Inherited from his
father. Pletro, however, was lazy and
li.ul an unfortunato liking for playing
practical Jokes on his father's cur-ume- r.

When an old woman broke
lir last front tooth on a little statue
of the Virgin Pletro had smuggled Into
n loaf while It was baking his father
.Kidcd to resort to severe measures of
repression.

Plrtro limped out of the
house and went tramping for a month.
By tin, end of that time old Ma.'cagnl
bitterly repented of his hasty though
jstlllcd treatment of his mischievous

When the police located the young
runaway he was told that any of his
nl.-h- regarding a career would bo
awi.itcd by his family and that never,

r.eir again would he be compelled to
tend over tho kneading trough or to
ftaml In front of the baking oven.

'I want to be a lawyer," Pletro ed

when ho finally wrestled himself
free from the smothering embrace of his
overjoy ill parent.

"A lawyer you shall be," the father
declared.

lietto was young yet ond had a few
things to Itarn before beginning to read
law In earnest. He began to attend
school nt the local lyceum and for a
few months at least peace reigned In
the Mascagnl family.

Then It happened that one of the
neighbors purchased a piano. Pletro
tipgan to neglect his homo study and to
spend moro and moro time listening to
the neighbor's playing. Very soon tho
law lost all fascination for him and he
decided to become a pianist.

The results of one or two allusions
he made at the dinner table about the
(.harms of a musical career were enough
to convince him that his father would
once more resort to strenuous physical
treatmont should ho reveal his secret
plana. He then began to buy stacks of
classical and legal text books which
were absolutely necessary to the con-
tinuation of his studies. Papa Mas-i-ag-

grumbled, but finally settled all
bills.

One day, however, a polite gentleman
came In and with profuse apologies an-
nounced that he would like to collect a
llttlo sum, now over due, for music
lesions given to Master Muscagnl.

"Music lessons? To my son?"
"Ves, slgnor. I have had the honor

find pleasure of teaching music to your
ton for a year."

"Hasn't hi paid you In all that time?"
"Me did pay mo until last May. Only

1 am n llttlo short of cash Just now
htnl I look the liberty."

Vlin Pletro came home a painful
fxplanatlon took place. It cntne out
that he had entered Into contract with
i l ook dealer by which the book dealer
reimrchuHcd from hlin on rather nd- -

iniMgrnus terms the books Pletro
nailed for his alleged legal studlca.
Mien things began to happen. Pletro,

iriui-- tho worse for wear, waa gathered
'ii by utui of his uncles. After IiIh
hattc.red features had recovered their
'iMtnal expression he was sent to the
''tinit.inl Institute, where the famous
"fficdlnt become his tencher.
!"ir ,i couple of years the uncle hnd

no I'auso to regret his generosity
'"ward his wayward nephew. The very
llrst compositions of tho young music
"tniVnt found recognition and worn
Prf'irmed at local festivals. A sym--

ny In C minor, u kyrlo written on the
of I'herublnl's festival, a can-

tata fin o!ctH und orchestra, and a few
'nnrn compositions made a pretty good
ii'iowiiig for a boy of 16.

When In J8S0 ho won a first prize
'ft setting to music fichlller'H "Ode
'' Joy," which was nsnij by Henthoven
f"i 'he chorus of his "Ninth Hymphony,"

int riorestann de I.urdel volunteered
' wo fcr the boj 's musical education
intll h wis 25,

Pt'tiu MRicngnl went then to studv
,( I'" Milan I'onservntory of Music.

'e in tu miihlrnl capital of Italy
too ninny temptations to tho splr-- 1

' vrmig fellow Time mid tlmo ngolli
'''s protector bad to fescue lilm from
flurry creditor and designing persons

the fair ttz. 1IU early triumphs

had devoloped his ego far beyond the
safety limit. Ho was first ejected from
Ponchlelll's, then from Sntdlnl's class at
the conservatory.

One day n pupil of the opera class
to whom he hnd been paying marked
attention secured a place with a travel-
ling opera company. Mascagnl floated
a loan with the usurers, who had often-
times been pacified by Count Florestano,
and the Conservatory saw him no more.
Ho was not exactly missed by his
teachers.

After copying parts for the orchestra,
rebenrslng tho chorus, coaching the
principals and doing many other things

what wouldn't he have done to re-

main near his songbird Mascagnl was
promoted to the dignity of conductor.

lp to that time the company had
done good business. Mascagnl, however,
succeeded very soon In alienating the
good will of the public. Itnllan music
lovers care very little for realism on
the opTatlc stage, but they care for
beautiful tones: their artistic conscience
is never disturbed by the fact that the
slain hero hns to arise, bow to the

i gallery nnd repent the aria whose flnalo
coincided with the fatal dagger thrust.

Mascagnl set about single handed to
reform that time honored national
habit. It came to pass that one night
while the company was performing In
Naples the gallery gods asked some
Main hero to get to hla feet and do It
all over again.

Mascagnl shooed th singer away
nnd played tho next motive. Pande-
monium broke loose. Mascagnl stopped
the orchestra nnd turned round to nd-- j
dress the audience. '

"Wo will give no encores," he said
very firmly.

"You will, too!" a hundred voices
shouted back.

Once more the orchestra began play- -'

lng the music for tho next scene. Tim
pound of the Instruments was Instantly
drowned by a Niagara of vociferations.

"Fools! Fools!" Mascagnl howled.
"Don't you see that this man is dead?"

"You'll soon bo dead too!" somo one!
answered.

Kipping and cranhlng waa heard some- -
where near the celling; a wooden seat
sailed through the auditorium and
damaged the scenery. Lest they should .

find the range with the second missile I

Mascagnl dived through the orchestra
uuur uuu leu me iuiujiuii in tin unn
devices.

Another company offered him a place
as conductor; then another and then
nnother and he wrecked them all cheer-
fully by his stubborn refusal to give
the public what tho public wanted.

In between times he ran away with
n beautiful young woman whose family
dldnt care for such a picturesque son-in-la-

got married and settled In
Cerlgnola. He was 25. He promised
to ramble no more, and with the help
of his father-in-la- established himself
as u piano teacher.

He met with success at first, but
his eccentricities wearied soma of tils
pupils. The others he threw bodily out
of his etudlo. His wife's family re-
sponded to several appeals for money,
but finally decided to Invest their cash
In more, profitable ways.

Mascagnl, his wlfo and two llttlo
Mascagnla actually went without food
for a few days. Finally the Mayor of
Cerlgnola, who had faith In the erratic
composer's future, proposed to tho
municipal council that Mascagnl bo
elected conductor of tho town orchestra.
The first month's salary amounting to
100 lire, about $20, wns paid In advance
to tho hungry fnmlly.

An Instance or the way in which an In-

dustry often lfcot with uncertainties and
fnilurcri can by tho use of electricity lo
brought within tho rango of easy nnd
Mtceessful operation is seen In a South-
ern Incubating plant.

Horo tho heat control ami air circula-
tion aro olTfctod by electrical means, the
growth of tho chickens being artificially
forood by oloctrlo light. Over tho egg
trays, which are plaooii on racks twenty
(loop, motor driven blowers circulate air
heated by natural run burners, nnd,lvo
thousand eggs can be handled nnd
hatched in u space 2 feet by 4 feet by 4

feet, orndout ono-tent- h tho room occupied
under the old methods.

After the hatching has begun trays
with high Hideo tako the place of the in-

cubating trays. Tho heated air, which Is
fowd evenly to all arUi of the tray
rackn, is kppt humid by being passed over
pans of water, and the temperature Is
maintained always at 100 degrees.

Tho degree to which the growth of the
chickens Is forced by exposure to tungsten
lights Ih surprising. The scheme la to
puliF.tituto sixtoon hour artillmal days'
with eight hour light ami eight hour dark,
period- - for tho natural twenty-fou- r hour
cyclo, Thin works In a very ilmplo wny.

The chick naturally eats during the
light hours, digesting toe food after dark
In eight hours ho can tat all Um food b
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DECEIVED CHICKENS MADE GROW

Mascagnl profited by the lesson hun-
ger taught him. He received with more
courtesy those of his former pupils who

I

wonts, and in another eight bourn hn has
digested It all. So eight hours is saved
out of every twenty-fou- r. The chlcka
thus llvo three eleotrio clays In two ordi-
nary nunshlne dnyrt, and In four weeks tho
eloctricarfy bred chicken far outstrips
both in weight and condition his brother
bred in tho old fashioned wny.

An electrio pump Is being ueod to re-

cover deposits of coal which hnve washed
down some parte of tho Husquelianna
Rivor. Every spring freshet loosens up
Una coal from tho river bonks and culm
pllvs, and it travols for miles tho
hottoms'of the river, oventually settling
in Hand bars, eddies, still water beds,
back of bridgos, piers, Ac.

It is estimated that at one point in the
river us much as 100,000 tons can 1 re-

claimed. Here the prevailing sizo of the
coal is No. 1 buckwheat. The fuel is clean
and of excellent heating value.

A centrifugal pump, driven by a 100
horse-pow- er sixty cycle motor, sucks
up tho coal from the river bed and forces
It with tho water through a long plpo
to the shore. Hero tho coal is deposited,
the water flowing book to tho rivor, The
pump can suck up fifty tons of coal an
hour

Among the many devices which hare
rtocntly been lUggeiUd .for reducing

had returned to him touched by hta
wife's apologetic explanations.

Under tho guidance of this level
headed woman Mascagnl managed to
earn a livelihood In the little town of
Cerlgnola; but the little town of Cerlg-nol- a

lacked very sadly the atmosphero
to which Mascagnl had accustomed him
self In his bohcmlan youth.

He had In his portfolio the completed
score of an opern'CavallerlaKustlcana,"
and was frightening his family about
once a day by threatening to pull up
stakes uml movo to Home or Milan,
where his genius would be better appre-
ciated.

In thoso days fortunately Slgnora
Mascagnl acted an cashier for tho house-
hold and collected from the maestro's
pupils all tuition fees. Mascagnl never
had enough cash on hand to run very
far away and not one of Ccrlgnola's citi-
zens was trusting enough to supply htm
with carfare to a distant point.

One dny Klgnora Mascagnl rend In a
newspaper about a prlzo which the

great publishing house of Bonzogno of--
fercd for an opera In two acta on an
Italian scheme. "Cavallcrla" would have

the danger to sliips of collision with wind
bars, rocks, icebergs, derelicts and other
vessolH i an electrical sea pilot. It
consists of i bronze o'gnr shaped boat
about tlfty feet long, driven by electrio
power through a cable and steered auto-
matically.

It can be used through the entire voy-ag- o

or only during periods of fog. It
sends back to the ship a continuous rec-

ord of ocean temperature and instantly
telegraplis un alarm signal to tho bridgo
of the ship If tt comes luto contact with
uny foreign body,

A movement in the dlreotion of im-

proved cooking has been going on in
a Southern city nnd recently an expert
waa engaged to give u series of loutures
on the subject. The demonstrations
Wore given with gas ranges burning
natural gas,

The convention waa to wind up with
an exhibition of paper bag cookery;
but the evening before the last day the
natural gaa main was broken ninety
miles away. Tho next morning the
cooking expert was facing n sad audi-
ence of I, GOO housewives, with no means
of satisfying their ea'gerness to learn
of the latest development in tho culinary
art.

It happened that a sales agent for an
ttectrlo ctBtral ftatioa had already placed

Mfcacftgai and IVAnnuTioCoato grrounA) falwij

TO FAST

along

filled the bill but for the fact that the
"Intermezzo" was not finished.

After much coaxing Mascagnl con-
sented to add the last touch to the un-
completed score. Then In a fit of ar-
tistic temper or temperament he seized
the wholo manuscript and threw It
Into the fire, which wasn't burning very
brightly. His wife rescued It and mailed
It to the publishers. It won the prize
and flattering hurdy gurdys have ever
since nauseated several continents with
their mournful rendering of tho "Inter-
mezzo."

This time SIgnorn Mascagnl advanced
to her husband tho price of n circular
ticket to the largest Italian cities. This
meant prosperity, fame. Independence!
at least It might have meant Independ-
ence to a man of regular habits.

Mascagnl has always spent a little
more than his operas have netted him
In royalties, and hn ban spent probably
as much time In court as If he had fol-

lowed tho profession which onco ap-
pealed to his boyish Imagination.

' Ii

AxitomobtW Accident

He has defended lawsuits of all kinds,
He has been charged with nil kinds of

I misdeeds from broach of promise to as- -

USING SIXTEEN HOUR DAY
an ethibit of electrio cooking devices
in a booth in tho lecture hall for the in- -

sKction of tin wonjen attending tho
convention. Hem was his chance, and
promptly he offered for im-tni- servico
an flrcleas cooking rango, The
offer was niToptcd and tho last nnd most
important Ioshoii of tho cotirso was com-
pleted with tho aid of electric heat.

It !h stated that the Interruption of the
gas supply in tho homeH or tho city was
borno most patiently by those house-
wives who wero already supplied with
electrio appliances of various kinds.
One citizen on returning homo round his
wife cooking vcgetablca and meat and
boiling coffeo on an upturned electrio
flntiron, transferring each dish, n it was
finished, to on electrio 'heating pad,
which kept It warm until ready to serve.

While electricity Is bolng used dally
more and more for agricultural work
many farmors aro slow to adopt It, doubt-
ing Its economy. A Michigan farmer
who mado up his mind to havo electricity
first and find out about it afterward
bus satisfactorily blazed tho way for his
brethren,

Using current for grinding fend, out- -
tin? onsilaffH. hiislrliip nnrn miHInrr u,rn,i" r.-- ' n .twwia
and pumping wntor, ho noted that his
minimum bill for power was Ji.75 a month.
ue let aoout getting nu money's vorta.

sault. Once an organ grinder, anxious to
show his respect for the maestro, sta-
tioned himself under Mancagnl's win-
dows and started grinding away the
everlasting "Intennezzeo." Whether
from nervouaneaa or from personal
choice he played It "prestissimo." Mas-
cagnl descended upon him and after
abusing htm soundly took the handle
of the organ and showed the astonished
organ grinder how. to Interpret his
work properly.

. A few days after what sight should
'greet Mascognl's eyes but an organ to
which a largo sign was afllxed: "I'upll
of the lllustrlsslmo Maestro Mascagnl."

Mascagnl broke his cane over the
head and might havo damaged

his own knuckles If tho police hadn't
'stopped the fight.

Ten years ago he decided quite sud-Iden- ly

to tour tho United States. Ho
gathered a motley company of singers,
some tenth rato scenery and a low
priced orchestra on the assumption that
anything would do In this country. Ho

didn't bother much with advance book-
ings or advertising nnd never gavo a
thought to the financial end of the
game.

His new opera "Iris" was given at
tho Herald Square Theatre and failed to
attract much attention. Then followed n
lamentable tour, In the course of which
tho composer was sued several times for
breach of contract.

One Sunday afternoon, with a llttlo
band of artists, ho crossed tho Connecti-
cut border and passed through this city
on his way to Pennsylvania. Four kiiiii-mo-

servers were lying In wait for htm.
Knowing well that all his costumes and
scenery could bo attached on Monday
morning Mascagnl. always full of bra-
vado, gavo a concert In Manhattan and
the composer's friends persuaded Mayor
Seth Low to send a good slzed'reglment
of New York policemen as an escort to
protect Mascagnl and his company on
their route from tho theatre on Hrond-wa- y

to take the New .Irrsey ferry,
whero they left at midnight for Phila-
delphia.

When the composer sailed from New
York It was said ho had declared he
would never return. He gave his opin-
ion of America when he arrived In Paris,
and It was In no complimentary words
that he declared he would never come
back.

For months after his departure thr
Ittalto teemed with long haired Italians
who solicited help on tho plea that they
had been brought over by Mascagnl and
then ubandoned without resources.
Thero must havo boen a thousand of
those "would havo been" victims prowl-
ing around the city.

IJeforo starting on his Journey to
America Mascagnl had been commis-
sioned by somo patriotic Italian Amcrl- -

J Learning to read his meter ho kept close
account month by mouth of his power,
his output and his costs.

When he could not use all his monthly
allowance of current himself he would
grind feed and cut ensilngo for his neigh-
bors; and so he earned enough by bis
motor to pay a largo part of his lighting
and power IHIIs. For two years ho did
practically all of his power work at an
avorago cost of I3.4H u mouth.

Among outer tilings ho tells or doing
In a lotter to a friend are; (Irinding In nn
hour n ton of heavy grain, such as shelled
corn, barley or wheat, and l.'.'oo pounds
of oats, at n cost of 2Vi cents u hundred-
weight: cutting six tons of eusilaco in an
hotfr at n cost or IS rents; husking iix)
bushel of corn in ten hours at a coht

'of $i.6o; sawing forty cords of wood in
ton hours nt a cot of r cents a cord, and

I running a pump for 2 cents an hour.

Herd ot Dwarf Klepbmnta.
From tlarper'a Weekly.

An KnKllsh official In Uganda claims
to havn aeen a herd of dwnrr elephants,
the existence of which has often been
iUTIrnifd by natives.

Wlu'ii recently seen the company con-slsti- 'd

of from thirty to forty Individual
elephants meandering In solitary fashion
over a plain. Tho observer was most as-
tonished at tho weak defences offered
by their bodies. Nonr of tnem had h
tusk of mora than ten kilogrammes In
weight. A dead member of tho llock
was afterward found, the tusk ot whku
welfhtd feut lfM WIograMei.
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can to write a Manila Te Deum to gto
rlfy Dewey's victory. He nover went txy
yond the first bar, and finally laid tt
asldo never to take It up again. His en-

thusiasm had cooled entirely.
Hoon after his return from America

tho King o Ppnln Invited him to direct
a musical festival in Madrid. Mascagnl
ncceptcd. On his arrival In Madrid ha
went to four different hotelH without bo
Ing able to securo accommodations.

On the first day of tho festival, when
he bowed to tho audience, ho waa re-

ceived in silence. Applause followed
every selection but those from his own
works. Driving home from tho audi-
torium he was Jeered nt by tho popu-
lace. Ho demanded explanations. "Tho
man who prostituted his pen by glori-
fying musically tho downfull of Spain,"
ho was told, "should not have the nerve
to show himself In Madrid."

Volubly he explained that, first ot all.
he had never written the Incriminating
document, and secondly that he loved
America about as much as any patrlotlo

Spaniard would. It was of no avail.
Only tho direct Intervention of tho
King, whore Invited guest ho was, saved
him from more contumely.

The Spaniards' attltndo cut tho
maestro so deeply that ho went so far
ns to ilcci.iru that he would rather havn
tn ileal with n Itostou sheriff than with
a SpuniHi grandee. Considering tliat
he had been arrested twlco In lioston,
,t u.s saying much.

A second Mascagnl visit was pro-ros- ed

In 1010, when k new opera wns
promised on Lady Uodlvn'n equestrian
escapade. This work, "Yfobel," In-

volved tho comporer In lecal proceed-
ings with Llebler A: Co. Hcssin Abott
was engaged to sing tho leading role.
Miss Abott ."ailed for this country, nnd
It was announced that Mascagnl waa
about to sail, and that tho opeui would
bo produced at tho New Theatre.

Italian singer, orchestra directors
nnd musicians began to urrlvn with
every steamer, explaining to those with
n live dollar bill to spare that tho maen-maest- ro

hnd engaged them. Oh, yes! Tha
maestro was to arrive next weekane)
then they would havo plenty of money.

Mascagnl, however, did not sail, nnd
tho cable brought reports that ho had
differed with Llebler & Co. over pay-
ments. Suit wan brought by tho com-
puter In Milan, nnd in March, 1911, It
was announced by cabin that ho bad
won his unit. Tho composer iiubse-(liient- ly

conducted n "two u day" revival
of "Caviilloiin" nt tho London Hippo-
drome.

lie finally produced "Ytobel" In h'outh
America last year nt Ruono.s Ayrea. In
the Interval!) of his travels ho directed
orchestra and lyric theatres In Italy
nnd resumed his teachlngnnd composing.

In 1909 ho was appointed conductor nt
the Homo Opera House. Ho selected bin
fclngers nnd musicians from tho great-
est Muropeun opera bouses, bought
many new operas, ordered squaro miles
of scenery and threw up tho Job.

As ho Is tho musical director of the
Costanzl Theatre It may be that bo
really stopped there, not for nny girl
called Costunwi, but for a cash advancr.
Ilia past, however, doea not niaku tho
elopement theory totally Incredible. Slg-nor- n

Mascagnl Iiha forgiven lilm a good
many times.

It may be also that the Unlfe light
tthlrli ttrrri'ilnd Ills hlll-rltv- ilimnrlurn
was caused by his determination to go
nnd meet IVAnnunzIo In Parl.s. Hlgnora
Mascagnl knows that tho combination
IVAnnunzIo and Mascagnl never pro-
duced anything but trouble. The two In-

corrigible boj'H havo many n tlmo wor-
ried the police by their pranks.

Ten years ngo when Mascagnl
from America ho and D'AnnunzIa

set about to becomo famous by npplylm;
whut they considered typical American

.methods. One day It waa usreed that
U'Annunzlo's death in nn automobile
acruiem suouui do noicpnoncu n tnt
press.

"Let me run over you," Mascagnl sug-
gested.

To prove to the public that a terrible
motor accident had token plaeo tho two
"enfants tcrrlble.s" had u photographer
record tho scene. It won 11m worst evi-

dence Imaginable ngntnst tho two fakerc
On tho wholo It m cms unnececsary to

worry over MnNcngul's dlrnppvarance. Ir
Is u good bet that U'.nnuii7.lo will also
disappear within u few duyn and then
that both troublemakers will be fouad
aem.JThere in IJaljr, ,J


